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My thanks to Paul Skelton who kindly supplied the music
'The Dwarves Marching Songt®, which I needed for my latest film, I am now
working on a film of the Islo of Mane..and nced motor bike noises for the
racing bikes I filmedes...oanyonc out there can help 2?27

HARRY ANDRUSCHAK, 6933 N.losemead Blvd., No.31, Son Gobricl,
California 91775 would like to sev more U.K. menbers in the Fantasy
Anattour Press Association (FAPA), If you are interested, drop Harry a line.

It's o good apa, and ny regret is that I had to drop out L .causc of the
tiriec I spend on ERG (and the ctel)

BADGNS and T SHIRTS. If you want your own ¢lub or
individwal designse..scce the nete on Xword page . If intorested, poss
your meguirc:cnts (n> cash) % ne, along with S4AE and I'll pass then to
the chap who #ill do then for youe

SUBSCRIPTIONS ,.sa cross beside the rates indicate it is
renewal tine, Slips are usuauly enclosed as welle...and I arn now :aking
a leaf out of Dave Cobbledick's bookesss non responders will get a slip
which nust be returned if they want the next issue..this of course, dces
NOT apply to subscriberse. eesand, if you wculd like a reply, then a
stanp enclosed with your letter would be greatly appreciated.

ARTISTS ¢ oif you are interestced in joining the TFANTASY :
ARTISTS NETWORK, drop o line to Kathy Hannel, I’s0. Box 5157, Shermanm Ooks,
California 91413, U.S.A. .nong the perks is an excellent nagazine which
features various 'how to do it' articles onong its naony itens.

WANTED by the editor.. issues 1 to 12 of Starlog..trade
or buy (at non scalper's rates)e Any copies cof paperback editions of
'G=8 and His Battle Acos'e.which T beliove did appear in pb formate dlso
a copy of THE SCIENCE FICTION HANDBOOK..de Canp, Owlswick Presse.


HANDBOOK..de

In his column, CAPCOM,

Dave Griffiths spotlights
1 sone of the huge cash
| outflows which don't get
castigated by the anti-
space lObby. . -by the
sane mail, I also
received a letter which
took the opposite point
of views It scened a
good idea to devote this
Brgitorial te a response
to the letter-writery his
naric being withheld as I
don't want to 'got! at
him, but simply defend
mysclf against his vicws,

B T T T T T T T T T T T T T L I R R )

QUOTE«1e You're a bit of a romantic about science generallye. you always
secn concerned with technical achicvenent and expertise and its
attendant gimmickry rather than asking if this sort of progress
is really nccessary. Don't you ever become tempted to ask ®why?"
when the lateet saientific wondors are unfolded ?

'l

TPLYe ¢ o a bit of a romantic about science, (is that bad ?),.and I am

interestcd in tcehnical achievement, cxpertise and its gimmickry..uy

interests lic that waye.. along with drawing, painting, nodelling, gardening,

naking Srna animated sound filns, reading SF and publishing ERG, to nuane a

fews But, when it cones to the hoary old chestnut (renenber Cabal and

Passworthy in 1Things To Come?), I hold up iy hands in horror at the short-

sightod, head~in-the-sand attitude of...”is it necessary 2V

Progress! is not neccessary - nor is any other human activity. We are
what we are, and we do what we doe. Sone of our thoughts, aimns and actions
will please sonie and annoy others, but thore is no ultinate rule book which
says, "This is right and necessary!Messo’sight! and 'necessity! are views

of a particular socicty, and r clevant only to the views of its nenbera. IF

you live, breathe and are rcarered anong cannibals..then it is right and

necessary to eat the oceasional nissionary.

Eating, breathing, defecating, ay be necessary te an individual..or
even tto a society = but if thesce actions are terrdinated the world will net
niss a beat and the universe wen't cven notice, There are No 'necessary!
activities except o@ defined by an individual or groupes.so Tet's not set up
straw nen for tergwet practices It isn't necessary fox thousands of grown
men to pay cash money to watch others kick or hit balls arcunde..but a
section of the comitunity thinks it is, even to the extent of paying out
£1,000,000 or so for slave labour rights to good kickers. Money wastod %7
views differ...but that noncy could buy a lot of kidney nachines,

As to asking "Why?Y when the latest scientific wonders are unfoldeds
there is no ntecds I know why. Progress and discovery along with an cnguiring
nind arc what brought mankind out of its nud huts. %We'lre not designed to
sit and vogetate, we want to know what is over the hill, up the nountain aor
across the river or scae Mankind has always faced up to challenges great
and anallee!scientific wonders! are just one facet of that urge to know,
Scicntists Have such goalsedeto fint out, to know and to achiove..eand often



k.

those achlevenents benefit us all. The elinination of many discascs and the
casortent of others: irmproved living and working conditions, painless surgery
etce etce The lis% is endless, Even sceriingly pointless rosearch nay lead
to sorething of bemefit #o humaniby.

Quotees2s Don ¥ you Fecl the néocd for all this oxpertdsé ¥o be ehanneled
" into arcas.that will be of rore benefit fo hunanity as a whole?

............................................................................................

As I.said, 'poiitless research'can benefit. Flenming wondered why
nold foiled to forn on a Petri dish, and Penicillin was borne Watt is said
to have played with a steaning kettle and followed that to the stean ongine.
Twitching frog's leégs holped electricity alongesas did Ben Frankligt's kite
flying, Helifire, if ycu want non-beneficial expertisc to clobber, switch
on yéur TV..bmtween 10 an and 7pne.any Saturday, any channel. If 2ll the
tine, nonoy, efforte..not to nention wasted paper and encrgy expended on
tsport! wore diverted to cancer research the problen wpuld likely be licked

‘in short ordor. But that is just ny attitude...othors have other ideass

The plain fact is that life is a patchwork of activities - nedical
research, scientific investigation, sport, wvusicy art and so on (and where
do the last two fit into a 'necessary' philosophy ? All these benefit
our lives and broaden our horizonss.ssand in so doing, benefit hunanity as a
whole. Oh, things aren't all peaches and eroanms We have inflation, the
energy crisis, pollution, wars oand runourss of wars..but these are caused
by nants greed, intolerance and self-centred attitude...NOT by any new
discovery or ginrdcke Nobel set out to inprove the lives of niners and
guorrynen by inventing dynamite..but Bis patents and techniques were turned
towarls ware.

Mo, I wonder if ny correspondent seriously thinks he would be better
off Iiving a century or two cgo ? A shorter life span, loager working lourcs,
often in intcle rablc conditions. Teeth wrotting in his hewd, and virtually
zero nedicare for his discasc? bodye One's horizons limited by how far you
could walk in a day and with ovénings bone weory and 1lit hy candle ox oil-
lanp, Give ne progress cny lay, even if somno of it gets perverted.

QUOTE 3+ Whon I was in'Indiatduring'the.ﬁar;'f.waé‘hpalled by the poveriy
and hunan nisery: it was a nind~opening expericence and cimnged
nany of ny idecs on priorities, Most of the West's glowious
scientific ard technological cxpansion has been achieved at the

.......................................

Codswallopesciiotive codswallope, I, too spent four years in Indice.and was
appalled by the poverty, discasc and niserys..and by the way the Indians
strengthened and perpetuated then thenselves. Let's stop ouoting and list
a few facts e -
1. India was 'civilised! before the British..if you accept such things as
the Taj Mahal, palaces of vatious Maharanjahs, ond the works of art and
litoratures..but how obout the inhunan caste systen which condeoned the lowe
born to eternal drudgery and ostracisii 2 The British tried to stop &hat but
the Indions cling to ite  Then there was the barbaric 'suttee' whereby a
nan's widow was burnt alive on his funeral pyres..again the British tried to
stop that...but I gather it still survives. Opg brutal exploitersl

2s Starvation and fanine ster NOT from our exploitation..but fron (a) total

Lack of control over breeding and (b) a refusal to accept and use the
scientific discaveries beafinpg on agriculture which our scilence oricnted
society has offered then,. :

3, When food has been sent to India for fanine relief and it seldonm got



2
further than the local dock or railkead because of the Indian's inept and
freghiently corrupt distributkon arrangenents. Indeed, the little that did
get througly, did so thanks to roads, railways and connunlcations networks
set up by the British Quring their rule in Indime

4°Britain gave India rallwaJs,roaGs, factorles and industries, schools and
nedicare. We tried to clininate.the caste systen and to stanp out suttee,
We tried to educate then to uplift the whole country..not just the ocal
bigewigs bailiwicks.. hardly had ‘we left the country, peaceful and well
rinning, to its own devices; than it sundered into parts and began to fight
a bitter war between those parts. You can't blone the big, bad British for
t"a‘& °
Be If India (and Pakistan) can af ford to spend vast swis on its own colour
TV network, on designing and building its own supersonic fightery on
deweloping and exploding its own atomic borb and on building and launching
its own satellite rockets )which Britain decided were too coxpensive for its
own @éonony)sethen in ny book, it could have done a lot nmore to solve i¥s
other, nore pressing problens. Thousands still slcep honeless on the
streets of Bombay, children are still mained to fit them for a life of
begging, and if in sone thirty years of hone rule, India has done so ruch
better than Britain ever did..why dees it have so many citizens wishing to
s@ove to Britain ¢

..........................................................................................

Quote teolfe I should be happier if your review colurins contained even a single
iten advancing this view for the comsideration of your readers. As
it is, all I sec is entertainnent & fantasy, or books on the wonders
of technology, all fodder for the romaniiec supporters of scientific
progress. Why not try Gunther Stantts Paradoxes of Progress and get
the other poirt. af. vicw?! vansaeeen adrareeds

............................................. IsaBramsREpRaT LIRS AN

Nell, 1y rcv¢ews don't advonse any views or opinionse.s.other than ny ’
opiniuns: of ihe bocks submitted for reviews In any casc, since I dontt
support the idems you advosute, I am hardly likely to wish to advance them
in SRGy an I? s for all y~u sce being entertainnent etcs Well, as I scid,
I review what comes ine.if yoii care to send ne a free copy cf 'Puadoxes?,
then I'11 be glad to review itsesbut remertbor, since our attltudce dlffcrq
you night find I Jdo a review you dislikea.

hile on this subject of '‘noney wastedl thus and soles.and the anti-progross
lobby thumping its tub, I'Q like to give a thunbs down tc the antienuclear
brigade, the anti-Ilow and order brigade and a few others. It is not the
ginnicks and inventions which ness things up for everyone,.but the woy we
all nis-use thens This would be a darne? good world and a darned good Iife
if only people were nore télerant and considarate of each other instead of
continually wanting te ban, destroy or abandon anything with which they
disagrec,

Which endeth the lesson for this issuc...now I trust y0u=8111 all
write in and tell ne just what YOU have to say on the natter..ond on any
other natter which takes your fancys I can't guarantec to answer every onc,
(unless you are thoughtful enough to encloso SAE)..but I like to hear fron
youe.and a letter shows ycu are interested,.and deserve/neeit/or would liko
tooget, the next issuc of ZIRG,

Respond or perish {and like that)
Terry Jeeves
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past 12 years, I'm sometimes
amazed at the number of jobs Ilve
held = no, I won't tell you hew many, because you %iouldn't believe me. 1I'm
coming up on 5 years with my present employer, so I suppose I should say
that I'm gmazed at the number of jobs I held over the preceding 7 years. My
oceupations during that period included building systems maintenance, 'phone
equipment installer, electrician, machine s«t-up man, salesman, dockworker,
slave labourer for a construction outfif, et numerous al.

That T changed jobs so frequently says something significant, no doubt;
but the only thing I can come wp with is that I must have known subconsciou~
sly that after graduating from High School, I wanted to be a writer..because
all I got out of those years job=hopping was a tremer’ous amount of largely
unrelated occupational experience That, and a Jot of laughs. The time I
took on a parte-time job for example. I was working for the talephone caapany,
making more money than I could spend at age 18, For reasons =uknown, I
decided I needed mMoOre moONeyose50 I answered an ad which went something like

this i= "Meze F150 per weck, Part Time }
No Experience necessary, we will train you.”

Right. Anyone with sense would have realised that, had the offer been
for real, they wouldn't have had to run the ade The lines would have
stretchel for niles, But, who L5 any sense at 18 ? Not me anyway #-'d
LYY Z¥rE, 1 trotted down to the adidress given, and was greeted L7 a
shapcly receptionist who ushered me into a conference roon filled wiia othas
who, like myself, had a need for an extra g150 a week,

After a short wait, a basketball-shaped fellow entered the room, climbed
onté a emall stage and said, "Ladies and Gentlemen, I personally make
g50,000 a yeawr and drive a new Cadillac.t He then launched intoc a long
gpiel about how we could fare ecqually well. 30 minutes later he paused long
enough for someone to ask how this marvel might be.

Basketball grinned immensoly and replied, "Simplce Lot me introduce you
to my associate." He left his podium, stuck his head out of the door and
called someonece. A few seconds layer he towed in a rather swarthy-looking
individual who, hc informed us, was J, Huntington Joncse. It was nover
mentioned, but I assumed he was in the samc tax bracket as Basketball,

Back en the podium, Baskctball informed us thate...'Jones is the author
of the greatest sales presentation ever writton,  He penned the text of what
you arc about to receive, while in prison, He is of course, totally reformed
nowd® DNervous laughtor. ' .

J Huntington procecdéd to pass out mimcographed shects of his opus. I,
along witk cveryone alsey read in awed cxpectations It was a magnificent
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spicl regarding something (Unnamod) which the sales prospect should not,
eould not and would not ‘be without in his or her own home, Somecthing of
great value, Stupendous, Fabulous « «

Three people threw down their sheets in disgust and walked out halfway
through the adjectives. Unfortunately, I stuck around and missed the cues
Reading finished, we werc all given sheets to sign which indicated whether
we wanted a straight commission of 100 per sale, or a salary of 150 a week,
0f course, taking the salary rcquired that we sell throe of whatever they
were, a weck, Quick arithmetic seid that, if I had to sell three per week
anyway, I should take the conmission and double my moneye

Hell, I thought, I might even quit the 'phone companys, Whatever I had
to sell for earning 300 a week had to be easier than wire-wrapping stacks
of terminals., That finished, we looked on in awe as heavy leatherette note=
books were brought in and distributed, Ve opened them and =~ Lol there
was our prodiate The most incredible, valuable, youwgottawget=it
encyclopedia, complete with yearbooks-frec regsearch service~air conditioning
- power-gteering~and=convenient-monthly~paynents}

Look, after the buildup and hype we'd been given, we were ready to sell
used ice cubes for 300 a week {

There followed an intense two=hour course on selling the encyclopedia
to prospects, who, the Basketball assured us, would be dying to buy it, A
Then it was time to go home, with instructions to report at 7pm the next \,
eveninge. We departed in a group, discussing what cars, clothes, trips etce
gould be purchaséd with the 300 a weoke I was beginning to have doubts
though ~-~ I mean, encyclopedias? 7T always went to the librsry to use lenm.
But I was hoping it was for real, &1l the same, so I returancd at the sanme
time the following evening.

J.,Huntington was not ir evidence. Neither was the shapely receptionist,
but the Baketball dismissed their aBisences with a few pointed comments and
a leering grin. He ushered us %o the parking lot where another ‘associate!
was waiting with 2 old, worn out locking cars.

Some¢one asled wherce the Cadililac wasess

"Oh,! said Basketball, f'these are, ulis.. these are company cars from tha
car lot I own." That sounded logical, so we climbed in the cars and went in
search of prospectsa .

I rodt with Basketball. We drove to a middle~class areas A4s we circled,
he gave us a peptalk, "Look at these houses =~ great ptospectsl Sce,
~swingsets, bicycles, toys! Know what that mcans ?" We didn't, "Kids",

lie beamedss'and kids mean parents who want thc best for their childrensse
and that means ENCYCLOPEDIAS] We allowed as how that sounded logioanle

Eventually he let us out to canvass the areca, Out of 5 of us, 7 caught
a bus home, 2 others stopped off at a bowling alley, and that left myself
and another fellow to pound on dcors and make a fontune, SO0 what if the
others give up, we said. That means morc prospects for usi

After the third door slammed in nmy dejected face, I had a sudden influx
of common sense and gave upe " e other fellow may still be out thére,
meking 50,000 a year and driving a Cadillac, for all I know, But, for me,
reading colour codes and wiring terminals for a lesser amount somekow
secred more realistics ‘ '

erare = =00 0000000000 0000 sems cvem ormm
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THAT GO BUMP IN THE NIGHT

evsre On lelative Levels 0f Ignorances

Sometinies the aggressive imorance (ur should I say, belligerent
stupidity?) of allegedly informed, intelligent persons anazes nej as I'™m
sure it does everybody. We learn to Zive with it, I suppose, but one reeent
brush I had with a ronunental case of nundania stupidia, as I tag such cases,
descrves a placce in sonebody’s book ¢f recordse

Twice a year, 1 lecturc {ir all nodesty) at the Universiily of
Cincinrati, on SF and the futuree For ny tine, I';m paid more thon I' wortih,
and #reated to a luncheon in the Faculty Club. Now, the gals who conduct
the elass to which I lecture, arc nice, intelligont, reas nable peoples We
usually spend o leisurely hour over lunch, discussing SF, aliens and whatnot,
along with severnl likewise intelligent and rcasonable colleaguea of theirs,
My last tiue out, though, was differont.

We had a table for six, arnd, as the other guests arrived, I was
pleased to find that anong then was a lady who assisted her husband in
runaing the Minor Planet Observatory at the Univorsity. Good, I thought,
raybe I can pick up sone useful infornation. Here, ohviously, is a person
who is knowlsdgeable in things astronomicals. I was wrongesoe

Over drinks, T brought up the topic of Meutrnn Stars; speeific~
ally, the incredible density of their nasse.
“0h," she said, “that's interestinge. But such things couldn't
rcally exists'
Horrml o o o (What about black bBoles 27
“Oh, no We can't sec thonj besilos, there arc only planots in
ovr Solar Systen.®
Iwh 2 T 2idn't say anything obout the Solar Systen,
Oh, wcll.. M"How about time dilation, curved space,
Relativity oo
nTime travel is an inpossible concepte™
Time travel 2  3But I meant --
"Besides, we'll mever roally reach the other
plancts.t she eoncluded,
: Mfhat about life on planets
orbiting other stars ?
7okl 1 she said
authoritatively, 'none
of the plancts in our
Sclar Systen could
support lifel
“Noy noy 1o, 1
said.. planets
orbiting other
starsd
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"Oh, well, you sec, stars arc nuch too hot for life."
"0, I said plancts === JARRRGGGHHH }
T gave up and beron discussing the home canning of fruits and
vegetables, . :

So, here is a wonan who works with an astronomor, has a dJdogres in
sonéthing or other, and holds a responsible position in a najor university.
But, she can't conceive of planets. orbiting other stars. I would like to
think that she was riisunderstanding whot. I was sayingeebut I wonder if
perhaps she is just as nisinforned (by choice?) as nost of the public with
regard to the Universe. It would certainly go a long way towards oxplaining
our sagzing efforts at exploring and exploiting Space « o o

But, what the heck - we can't have everyone on the Space band=-
wagone Can you inagine the realisation of the SF ideal in which getting %o
the Moon is as easy as going out for a spin around the block? The itraffic
problens generated by millions of space yachts flitting about would be
incredible, to say the leaste. No one would stay in the recomtended orbits,
because it would be nezrly impossible to enforce such a regulation. The
result ? Collisions,off course drifters, and so forth. That night not be
so bad after all, since the idiots would elininate thenselves over a period
of tine, leaving the spacelanes clcar for the sanc and safe typese

: ALYl of that brings to nind the curwrent traffic problem in this
country's urban {and sonectines, ruwal) arecns. The sheer volune of traffic -
on our freewny syston is far riore than it was designed to handlce.. and that,
coupled with the fact that the larger population has brought with it greater
nunbers of iciots, has nade driving a hated necessity for nany of uge Of
course, ny job requires that I drive 400 miles or nore eveey week, sc perhaps
it i=s ny own subjective viewpceint that has caused ne to consider the sugg-
estion of a warrior-type friead, that I nount rockets with explosive war-
heads on the front of ny truck.

I wouldn't really flo that, but I 1o advocate a stupidity test foxr
potential driverss I'a not surce of the nechanies of such a test, hut it
should definitely be Jdesigned to weed cut those with a tendency to »ull ous
in front «f a vehicle ten feet awnoy and approaching at S50mphe. Tailgaters,
too, would be culled by the test, as well as those who consider the highways
to be a racetrack/playgroundfderiolition Derby (and they are legion)e. 4 good
nunber of thesc types are naturally elininated by their own tactics, but not
enoughl I #ry to do ny part to help in the effort, as when a car stops dead
ahead of ne, and begins backing towards rie while I'm doing the 55nph speed
Iinit, but, unfortunately, ny reflexes get in the way and I souehow dart
vound the vehicle and its brainless driver, So, I can only hope that the
Department of Mokor Vehicles gets smart soon and devises a suitable test. Or
perhaps easier, The DMV could arrange to paint, "CAUTION: Mindless Idiot At
Wheel® on cars driven by anyonc ticketed for reckless operatione

Or, nlaybe I could take the buSees Michael A Banks.
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My first Shuttle kit was a small, clipw
together model with plenty of deteil and
two opening cargo doorse..but, it was gnall.
T tried a larger kit which had even more
detail..but alas, the cargo doors would not
operate (until I devised my own systen).
This nay seem a minor point, but after

T carefully building the cargo load, it
T3 ed a shame to hide it behind a permanently sealed doorwaye.

So, it was very pleasing to find that not only does the REVELL Shuttle
Kit feature operating doors, but also includes the split set of internal
doors to make a total of six moving panels.

Whenever I start work on a new kit, the first thing I do is to inspect
the mouldings for 'flash‘..the surplus plasti¢ left on the edges of each
part by worn or defective mouldse Here again, the Revell kit gaius full
marks as virtually no flash needs removings Next, I made a test fitting of
the main body and wing parts..cxcellent again, but because of the rather
thin body shell, when I got to the aciual assembly I found it best fo use
liquid plastic brushed along the seams after first holding them together
with elastic bands. Cepillary action sucks the cement in%o the crack %o

 1eave an almost seamless jointe . This is. highly prefersble To the blobs and

epears that tube cenent can leave on the bodyworke

Painting is best carried out before assenbly, and here I'd cuter one
minor criticismee.the painting diagram is rather small and lacking in detail,
but since any modeller worth kis salt will have researched his subject wecil
in advance and therefore know cxactly how and wherc to apply colours..thi.
isn't a serious drawbacks. In any casc, the excellent box artwork lcaves
1ittle to be desired en this scoree. '

Being rather 'bull-at-a-gate'! when I think a construction sequcnce is
obvious; I have in the past found it easy to cement together fuselage gides
and then have to separatc them again to insert a part I had missed whilst
following cobiplicated building notes. No such frustration with the Revell
TInstruction leaflot., It nust be a model for other manufacturer's to follow.
It requires an absolute minimunm of reading as the nekers obviously believe
in the old dictum that 'One picture is worth & thousand words's Each step
is clearly illustrated and you are taken in steady progression through the
construction with even alternate choices such as twheels up/whecls down'!
presenting no problens whatsoever., Indecd, I'd rate this as one of the
clearest instructilon leaflets I have noete..and I have net quite a few in sone
40+ years of nmodelling. '

From start to finish, a pleasing, easy~to~build kit which nakes up inte
a highly satisfying wodel sonc 2l ¢ms long and 17 cn in span. Just the ‘
right size for anyone to nount in their den, If you want something bigger,
Revell also have a 1/72 scale Shuttle twice the size of this kit (H4702).
Then Kit Hw9k to 1/1k4k4 scale is complete with booster rockets and fuel tank,
end for the really keen modeller, Kit H-177 has both a 1/144 Shuttle and
the Boeing 747 test launching vehicle which aided in the first air-tests.

Don't just read about a Shuttle..get cracking and nake your ownl
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%ﬁ%#ﬂtfﬁf]l7 ‘ | 23 Took it easy fron the
S R0 2
 Saohs Suee- 1 AN i descort

2 Mosn,goddess? 25 Bayond this horizon lies a singularity

26_irachnid Crusoe_72_or_juc! an outhor 27 Non=inflomiobls aid io burcing .
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Clucs Down . 5 This was a blocdthirsty type 2. For nusical fish ?

%3, Tricks nay hanper prowth 4.7t helped solve an archacological »riddle
6. Original title of 'Dragon In The Sea! (5,8) 8. Saturn's overscaws? (4,7)
10, Imrortals netdo ? (5,3,3) 13. Moon of Satura 15. Kafka's oxdeal ?

17+ These squared, tines resistance = Power 18, Dictary constitueat

20, Van Rijn's occupation  21. Magic word

-

BADGES & T SHIRTS T have a contact who can nake either to custor: crder..
either to your design, or he will Jdesign for youes
Ba:TgOB.o 2" dine. two colourse Min, order‘, 25 for 86 .50 1N Cle PCStQE’;QO
If you only want 2 onc-cff, it will cost 30p
T Shirts One off...23.00 25 or nore, £2.00 Onec colouxr, If interested,
drop ne a line and I will pass it along (SAE appreciated)

Be the firgt on your block tc have an LRG badge and T Shirt 13
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T read o story o fow months ago about a wmilitary
representotive and a govermnment adviser whoe were
discussing the possibility of daveloping a heavy

1ift helicoptor. 'We need a hoavy 1lift helicopter,
says the military rops 0K, replies the govte
adviser, "How much do you want it to be.able to 11t

"Jell, XX tons would be nice." At this, the adviser
perks up.. "Ah, XX tons is quite a lot, but I %tell
you what; the Soviets already have a helicopter that
can lift X tons., Why don't you make do withr that.
Just think how nuch we could save in R & D costs if
ey we bought something practically as good as you want
N .,\\ from theme! -

e 1. was then left to the nilitary rep. to pcint out
$hat since the helicopter was to be used by the arnmed forces, the Soviets
night prove strangely roluctant to sell in the first place.. or if they did,

unwilling to supply spare parts °nd after sales service in the event of a
crisis (f.ea warg. "Oh yes," sald the advisera. he hadn't thought of that,

T+'s precisely this kind of tunnel vision that has becn hitting the spece
programne for the past nine or so years., While the threat of Soviet super~
iority in space existed, mos¥ of the latter-day Cassandras were content %o
give NASA a tlank cheuk to get their job done. After Apolio 8 rcuted the
Soviet threat,. the honeymoon betwecn NASA and the politicians was over, and
after Apollo 11, the marriage was on the rocks.

"Phink how many people are starving while those creeps go to the noon'
was one of the more catchy phrases conjured up by the tunnel vision frater-
mity. "It ought to bo stopped,” thoy said, and after a fashion i7 was. e
Tunar landing programme was originally scheduled to go right up to Apolloc 20e
Following the misdirected howls of outrage at the expenditure, this was gut
back to Apollo 17. Nobody involved in campaigning for curtailment of the
Apollo programne secms to be anxious to mention the fact that the nmoney
saved as a result of their action did not conme rolling into the laps of the
starving millions. Nobody secns fto be particularly anxious tp publicise the
gact that while NASA's 1977 budget was roughly 3¢7 billion dollars, the
Departmént of Health, Education and Welfars was happily puttering along on &
nere 147 billion} Nobody nmentfions that- the HEW has on occasion misdirected
(read 'Llost') more than NASA's entire budgetasseor that McDonald'!s henburgers
in 178 showed profits at least egual o tho NASA budgets. Or that profits

4

from tthe sale of toys and pizza about 1- tines bigperess Or that the
money from cosmetics sales is three tines . asg biges Or that U.S, teenmgers
alone oould finsnce seven space progranmss'(tak g into account their
cstimated 2540 bill¥on spent on narijuana, 20 billion on cocaine, and the
47 billion on tobacco each year). Nobody mentions any of it, least of all
anti-~-technology, anti-space programme politicians like William, "Not one
penny for this nutty fantasy" Proxmire. As & result, the space programme
has suffereds.and is still suffewring
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About a year and a half ago, I wont to & B.I.S, necting to hear Gerard
0'Neil (of L-5 fame) speaking on the colenisation of spaccs Mentioning the
Bpace Bhuttle he reecallcd that, "The birth of the Shuttle denn! neoar killed
its nother”" (WASA) and even what we have now is a bare bones version, about
50% snaller than the original concept and only partially rousable. Eventually
NASA will develop a fully rousable shuttle, its third generation spacecraft.
Wher this happens, the cost will at the ent of the 2ay, include the money
spent on the second generation/current Shuttle... which is only a tenporary
solution to the problem of naking space casily accessible. When this
happens, I imagine it will leave an extrencly sour taste in the mouths. of
STS supporters, nore so in the ecase ¢f those enlightencd souls who advoecated
#the dveloprtent of the X-20 'Dynasoar! ((Sce ERG e iuge1961es Edg)) back in
the early 1960s, Rest assured, one day we will have a fully rcusable cost=-
effective space transportaticn systerieseIt'1ll Just have cost ten tines as
much as it would have in the first place,

'DYNOSAUR?!

MIOTIMUM IMPULSES

In case there arce any Philistines ocut fthere who don't know it, Apollo
1t is ten years olds These days, Neil JArnstrong teaches aeronautical ongine
eering at the University of Cincinnatt, Ohioc and has an involvenient with the
Gatos Learjet Corporation (who in ny opinion produce the best business jet
in the world). Flying a Learjet Longhorn 28, Armstrong recently set five
new world records, These werc for altitude and sustained altitude (53000 #&)
for business aircraft over and under 13,227 1lbs, and tine to ¢limb #hrough
145000 nctres (12 nin 26 sccs), Mike Collins, Apolle 11's Cournand Module
Pilct has recently stepped up in the world from his post as director of the
National Air and Space Muscun, to Underseceretary of the Suithscnian Instit-
utions Buzz Aldrin, the Lynar Module Pilot, is still keeping a low profile
and after what he went through following .pollo 11, ny hatt's off to hin,

) r
NASAts Viking Orbiter 2 is not only alive and woell after alrtost three
years in Martian orbit, but iIs still naking new discoveries. The rost recent
revealation is that therc are at least two wet arcas on the surface of Mars
Iocated at Sclis Lacus and Noachis Hellespontus, These areas neasure
approxinately 640 Kn and 1160Kn in dionoter respectively

One of NASA's rescarch centres has developed a LOft long, test version
¢f a planned oblique or slew wing airplane under a EASA contracte The test
aireraft is cealled the .iD=1 and its 32 foot wing can be pivoted up to 60° %o
reduce drag and allow highor airspeods..with twice the fuel econony of
current SS8Ts,,. ssssDave Griffiths,



Dr, Vilfred T Beaver,
418 E,Main Ste

i?frta:. 54655 it last found tine
hlgcanIn t0 enclose 2,00 for

an ERG subscription
and would likec to introduce nyself to you
and the ERG fellowshipe You will find ny
first cfforts in SF writing since the old
days of Anazing and Wonder conming oult with
tThe Lookinz Glass! printed by .Ben Fulves
of Teaneck, N.J. It will be ny first
attonpt using the Jnedent istronaut theowmy
el g 2uTp ot =W of Darth Scttlenente L angal r.u::-n‘acr of _

N £ Gl L8 U e fithe Biblical Awchaeological Society and the
Ancient Astronaut Soeiety, so an secking help fron other writers or buffs
who alz believe in Atlantis and Mu, TPerheps you could scek thesc out for me
since I am a believer and want to rosearch this area further, {((I'm a
scoptic, but there ray be ERG readers with such interests)l In 1976 I
begon a study of cartography and astronony and a lock inth the possibility
of space exploration and s e¢ttlenzent wikich resulted in a neceting wikh the
late Wernher von Braun at the Huntsville Alr & Space Muscunl,

I an now back at ny typing and locking forward to the pursuit of writing
science fiction, with an emphasis on ny first full book, THE ATLANTIS
CHRONICLES, At assuriing that intelligent life on Barth cane to us fron
cther galaxies and that we did not evolve from fish or nonkeys. I becane 2
voting nomber of the Acadeny of Science Fiction, Fantasy and Horror Filns
at San Froncisco in 1978 and an state nembership chairman here in Wiscensine
Anybody wanting to know nore about the socicety or who would help ne with
the story of ancient astronants, JAtlantis or Mus.e.plecasc drop ne a lines

IRWIW HIESH
279 Donain Rd.,
South Tarra
Victoria 3741
Australia

I enjeyed reoding the TRGITORTAL because I find thesc
type cof things interesting, and like working than oute
Sinee I'n gnad at natks, I find them relatively casy,
but shy away fron explaining why they work to soneone
clse. I suppose the gituaticon which Phil Horbottle
describes does happen, but it seoms thaot the majority of reprint antholog-
fes are edited by people in the S world..vwhe dont't have tc use fans to

help put an anthelogy teogethore I con't agree with J.J,Pell when he sags,
tArt, yinportant, Nol® The thing about art in fanzines is that it takes

away sonie of the visual congestion whiech ocecurs on the pagee In that sense,
art is very inportant - after all, fanzine editors just don't have the sane
equiprient and expertise as do the big publishing houses and as such, can't
provide a page without art which flows as casy as a page in 2 bocok. Based
on your, and a few other reviews of 'The International SF Ycarbook! I went
out and bought a copye.very cxpensive, but probably worth it. Leigh

Ednonds cnly criticisn of iteesand I would apgree with hin, is that it doesn't
nention what year it is for {{( You can always pencil 11978-73' on the
flyleaf)).

;?fﬁpgiigi St FRG.66..beautiful cover-- sonc 'off' lines here and there,
wa;ganuiL but the colours (all 3) overwheln such nit-pickinge ((So

just wait for the 21st anniversary next April)))
Surprised Brian Aldisst! little verse didn™t pun

lefforgec'eenice nultiple ploy given a little poetic licence. Rhynes are

nade with less exalted purposes ({((Brian's petic licence had expired))

New Zealand
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0d-ly, nothing really stands out nbout this issue-~it was all so rcadable I
can't evenhide ny loss for words with a 1little scalpel practices OColim
Loster's picce describes the feeling 1 was petting about a bi-ntonthly
Tanjent perfuectly..give ne unlinited incone and no job, and I could nanage
it, &((Greg cncloses details of his fonzine TANJENT . o squarterly, 36pp
photoreduced and printed...and you can et ik by scending hin 4,00 in
AustTolian GUITENCYs..check your travek agent for rate of oxchange before
getting a noney order.e,.ond believe ne, siince I have Ho. 9 %o hand, it's

n pood production)))

ALAN HUNTER

I Cronleigh Gans {though I write very seldou, I enjoy every issuc. The

nost intercsting feature to me, as always, is the back

fod
Egﬁgﬁg;gﬁzﬁ review scctiocne slso, I have enjoycd in recent issues,
Hants the Pro' SF field as scon through the eyes of the

cditor and writer; The insight into the trials and
tmibulatiens a5 secn fron both sides «f the fence, nakes interasting readinge
The Jin Cowthorn cover, although rather unlikely, was quite striking. O&dly
althourh quite different in tfeel! it could well have been onc of your own
gonpositions. I applaud your gonexosity in allowing other axrtists inte the
zine, especially on the cover {{ Well,y I 3ike plenty of varicty«.this issue
aiain features Jin Cawthornas .60 will hove Mike Roden, and the 21st innish
w511 have a rumltieolour spread by ‘decves'ss.Keith J, not Terry N}e Your
cwn art is porfectly suited and varied, but o little additional variety is
always welconce

Zlan Burns

49 The Crescent
King's Rdo Sth.
Wallsend on Tyne

Tharkyou for ERG 67. I'm nadly trying to puzzle out what
ic happening in dAn's picture ((Send 25p in plain brown
envelope for full details))) Is it a spacesaip flying
past a giant wearing jackboots or is 1t sone weird bit
of architecture ?  As the condemned ilan sajil to the
hangnanes."Don't keep nme in suspense™ (( I thought he said, "I8ve got the
drop on you'Na T note Phil Oarbottle's article but I recall the first
maxin in o writing course I cmce took., If a publisher kffers to publish at
rates involving you in any expensc whatsocveTsssforget the projecte

get your copy of
; %ﬁ“¥F%MI 1 THRU BLACK HOLES MAGAZINE/#7
| Feazturing...art story hy
, Michael Roden, “HMetamorphosis-2, :
: Dr.¥Yilfred Beaver's short story s
e Reached for the Stars'"! And...
a section of illustrated poetry....

- — as well as the following Tull page
7 ' arawings, "Throntog","Frodo’s Robot"é&
) FEI ~ Others...All topped of with a silver:
: y 3

¢ front cover(w/porthole!) IRy :‘off
’I‘mu._' I'it_.\CK .]‘fOI.ES gy é & <{,\1 :;:__3_ é
PRODUCTIONS ailuds L ° T
($1.25 per copy) T
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RECENT E,_Eg by D.F,Jones

Sidgwick & Jackson £5.95

READING When an F<&t fighter vanishes...only te
o = e %

- re-appear four months later, and miles away,

:ﬁézﬁ..l | the event is hushed up - as is a similar affair
‘ in Russia. However, when & charter~flight
Jumbo jet does likewise, the superpowcrs have a
problern, Just as things seem under control,
aach passenger lapscs infto a coma and the whole
thing assumes terrifying proportions as vampire
like creatures stalk the populaces.

If there isn?'t a word 'unputdownable!, then
onc should be invented for this novels. 4s in
. the author'ts classic 'Colossus?, cach escalation
4%  of the menace is followed by a decepbive lull
”’heforo the next shoclk arrives, Characterisaticon
¢ is light, but the story development so gripping
=znwthat you really 'sce!' the action unfold.
; A great story, probably an Award winner,
nd excellent material for a hit filme

FLYING BOMB by Peter Cooksey
- —— Roboert ITale..i’E}ﬁ.Eﬁ
g Cherished title in my colle ciion includo
Dornberger's supcrlative 'W-2! and voluues an
~the Atlos and Viking rockets, so it was with a
recn sense of anticipation that I opcened this
factual aceount of V-1, Right away, it nust be said that the coverage here
is more on the e¢ventss«surrounding the usc of the bomb, than on the actual
developnontt worlk, Opening with a brief resunc of carlier exm riments and
then an outline of how Vei was devised, the author then indulges in soume
purple prosc about the defences against the bomb, and its effects on the
pcople of S.E.Englonde Therc is a chapter on its variations, details of
Allied cexperiments and a final chapter is devoted to V-2, the ballistic
missilee No less than 18 appendices wind up the volume giving specifications,
diapgrans, colour schenes, target areas, nunbers launched ctecy etcsa If all
that isn't enough, the text is pointed up by some 30 excelle nt photographs
and 24 1inc drawings plus a bibliography and index. Excellent wvalue for the
rioney and ry only gquibble is the repeated reference to the Mosquito bouber
as an Allied fighter.

. ) p.
£§£§£ Cirocco Jones heads the 7 person crew of *Ringmaster! on

John Varley a nission to investigate the moons of Saturn. One turns
Sidgwick & Jackson out to be a giant ring satellite, 1300 Km across. The
£5495 ship enters orbit and is captured whoreupon the action
shifts to the strange world within the ring, as Cirocco and her crew
struggle to survive and solve the riddle of the gigantic wheel world. The
denouenient is eon as great a scale as the world itscelf. Only rceently
serialised in Analog (which ought to be sufficient recommendation in itself)
the story has all the power and scope we have cone to associate with Mr,
Varleys. His characters are full and varied, 'warts and all'; the plot-linc
always leave just a 1little nore puzzle ‘over the hill'! to lurc the reader on
and on. Pace and interest never flag, and helping you build a meantal inage
are nunerous full-page illustrations by "Freff!? If you niss this cne,
you'Xll be kicking yourself for a year
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A NEW PANTASY TRILOGY,.,'The Chronicles Of Morgon, Prince of Hed, written by
Patricia A, McKillip, and published by Sidgwick &£ Jackson at £5.95 each part,

Vole1 'THE RIDDLE MASTER OF HID gy nging off in a low, pastoral key, we -

‘2 HT 0 T L I
32%'% lgﬁégIgg gﬁAngDwgggg meet Margon, Prince of Hed and Graduate of

* : St the College of Riddle Masters who heas risked
his Tife in a riddle contest and so won a crown, The Horpist Doth tells him
thst King Mathom has promised his. daughter Raederle to the winner, so Morgon
sets off %o claim his brides:. On the way, repcated aittempts aroc made on his
life and these spur him to set off to seck the meaning of the threc sters
branded on mls brow. Accompanied by Deth, he sets off to confront the High.
Onc and is again attacked by strange shapew~changers which can assune any
guises In the mcond volume, Raederle is the central figure os she goes in
scarch of her lover, facing great perils and acquiring strange powers before
the two finally meete The final volume sec Morgon and Roederle move to a
final confrontation with the High One ond. his harpist, Deth. Highly onjoy=
able roading, and ny only quibble is the fact-that only the main characters
really come alive, the rest nerely atrutting their brief parts before they
fall away fron the scene, This quibble apart, the threc tales link into a
mighty fanbosy, £it to rank with Gordont's 'Eyes' trilogy. Thorc is &
richness and variety. which gives depth %o the faselnating smga, -so if yow
rovel in a tale of nagic and wmystery, this epic is for you. _ '

THIS_WORLD AND NEARER ONFS  myq puthor has been actively involved in the

Brian YW, Aldiss : SF field for many yoorse.. a5 a writer, critic,
Weidenfold & Nicolson £5495 speaker, roviower and of course,. con-geere Hore
he presents a wide-ranging solection of essays and articles culleq from the
varioty of media to which he has contributeds, There are some thirty itoms,
fourtoon photographs and a (very necessary) indox crammed into the volunmes
Topics range widely over an encyclopacdic rangey but for convénience arc
groupod into sectionsj writingt ineludes commenﬁary on Blish, Dick, Vorne
ond Vonncgute A quick look to the year 2001 t1iving? examines man and
his workme.today and tomorrow. 'Sceing! includes piecos on SF art, filns
and our surroundings. The final two sections, ‘*Rough Justices! and *This
World! contain cssays on politics in SF, a glance at Russia and an equally
perceptive peep at California and its pecople. . : -
As a person, the author is warm, friendly and the micest chap you
could mect in a day's marche As o writer, he is witty, astringent, getting
inside his subject with uncanny accuracy and pulling no punchos as he does
s0s This collection (which sadly, contains none of tis fiection) is
fhoroughly entertaining and thought-provoking from beginning to ende

BLIND VOICES ni - o _
Eg;“ﬁ;;;;”"” The,opezlng chapter géts tzi scene of.augleepg 1itt%e

v backewater American town..all is peaceful, introver
g;@ggick & Jackson aﬁd beautifully developeds Then Hhverstock'shfrﬁa§

. show hits town and shakes tho inhabitants with wha
gcen to be bizarre nonsterse The town's younger set (oround whonm, the story
is built) react in different ways, and each contact with the show and its
owner increases the horrore Then the star performer runs away and anothoer
rapes onc of the town's nubile maidens& Suddenly .things come to a2 head with
an exciting finalees.with an unsuspected little twist, Iyrical, evocative,

more descriptive than Bradbury, morc ¥olksy' than Simak..but without thle
schnaltz of the formore.or the lattert!s overkill, This is one of the best
feces of atmosphere building to come along in ngny a yearesthe shane is

ghaﬁ'because of its authork deaths.it is: a first..and last, novel.


death..it
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Emms====s== - .Picture a postewar world, polluted by radiation; all

" Chelsea Quinn Yarbro civilisation, law and order destroyed and bands' of
Sidgwick & Jackson - tPikates’ roan inericas.looting, pillaging and rapinge.
£5095 : © There are groups of mutants.to be tortured. Werped and
diséased untouchables to be avoided, oven- venonous water spiders and packs
of man-hunting wilds dogs prowl tho wostelands. .gainst this background,
nutants Thea and Evan Montague set out to cross the Sierra Nevada in search
of sone sort of sonctuory. Along the way they are beset by horror and
villainy..Thea gets raped and Montague grows o new arn aftier the old one was
cut off by a bandit-wielded power saw. We had a spate of such novels in the
late fortlesa.but’ less violent and without today's sex and swearing. If you
like such theunes, then dig into this. - '

Regular readers of the Universe series will need no other

SEEmEEoSRES S =S introduct:l_.om. .fqr newcomers, ﬁheag' are the latest two
Edited by . ‘volumes:~ !Soven' has a mathematician's first love and an
Terry Carre- " altermate universej regréession to the primitive lifo; a

Dobdon £4¢25 eae tale of Rafferty's bar; life recordings; a change ig
. réality; and antomated chess-player; pornographic Tibetan
ar and time travel, 'Eight? deols with a septagenarian, 7-uniy marriage,
twe telcpayhs and body-sharing; becoming a painter via computer implant; a
strange space weaponj the dangers of an ccological house; problqms.of age Vs
longevity; clinging to the past, and even a bit on TV in.the 19th Centurys

¢ ' - Authors includeAldiss, Wolfe, Lafferty, E¥lund, Benford
and others, with eight storios to each book. As before, the tales are
mainly in the modern vignette style whore plot is subowdinate %o stqlo and
forre . If you appreciate this trend, then here it is at its beste.pick
oither, but if you ean only afford one, then I'd suggest you get Universc 8.

THE MAN WHO _RODE HIS 10-SPEED BICYCLE TO THE MOON

——— et = o v —

Bernard Fischman ‘ Sinking into a rut until his wife buys him
Hodder & Stoughton #4425 a 10=speed bicycle, 4S~ycar-old Stophan finds
cycling hard work, Then he leaves . Dorothy,
loses his dog and begins to find himself as his skill dovclopse He neets
and lLaves, the lovely witch Piaj venturing further afiecld as his power
improves. Occasionally, a strange ridér on a penny-farthing '
crosses his path, but Stephan never discovers his
identity until he loses all fears and rides off to.

the moone ot g novel of seicnco fiction, but a
fairy-tale allegoxy of how one rman has aluost
lost his identity, but then recovers it and
roally finds hinseclfe -Gently written and
enhanced by the evocative illustrations by
Barbara Lanzae o A

FORTHCOMING TITLES FROM ROBERT HALE, -

TRIPS IN TIME.. Ed, ReSilverberg &4,35
DEATH WEARS A WHITE FACE..E.C.Tubb @435
A CIRCUS OF HELLSa.Ppul Anderson £4.35
POINT OF IMPACE,. Iain Douglas &4%.35
ARENA Julian Jay Savarin £4.,35
IN BIS OWN IMAGE Mork Jales. £5.35 -




ZANTED A¥D TES TR While: the gutside world regresses into chaos,
Sheila Macleod introverted research worker, Xanthe and the
Penguin 95p other members of the Institute, work hlissfully
on thelr robots. Then their charges begin to
develop free will and demand to oxpress their individuality. As
they awalken to a new 1life, so does Xanthe gradually thaw under the
attentions of the handsonme, lustful, Daimion. Slow-paccd and
introspective..this is probably a blueprint for robot independenco.
MORS _WOMEN OF WONDER Seven stories, by and about women in SF, opening with
Ed, Pamcla Sargent a patted history of the theme before C.LelMoore's tale
Penguin 95p of thce fabled Jirel of Joirye Leigh Bracket has 'The
Lake Of Gone Forever; Joanna Russ, 'The Second Inquis=-
itien' and Joscphine Saxton, 'The Power Of Time', Then we get Kate Wilhelm's
'The Funeral'; Joan D, Vinga's, 'Tin Soldier' and Ursula Le Guin's 'The Day
Before The Reveolution's Rounding out the vamied collection is a list of
titles for future reading and a brief bilogrophical mote on cach writere IF
you're not o male chauvinist pig, then you'll enjoy this 1little 1lot,
" | 1+ 2 4 N
TROUSLE WITH “ICTEH First of a couple of classic 'disaster' novel reprints.
John Wyndhan neither of which should need much introduction hore.
Penguin 85p Lichen' is the story of an anti-ageing drug discovered
by rescarch worker Diana Brackley (who never really
energes fron her starched cardboard cocoon) as she sceretly adninisters the
drug to seclected custoners at her Nefertiti beauty parlours..until the
secret leaks oulk,

e :’r“r‘ >. 7 “
Sk DAL oF TR TOIEIRE 4w the story of the mecbile, stinging plands frou

John Wyndhan Russia which become a deadly nenace when 2 world-wide
Penguin 95p shower of strange, green ncteorites, blinds everyone,

If you only saw the film, ignore that..the filn was
loudy, whercas this novel, arguably Wyndhar's greatost disaster novel is
gripping in its nenace and atmosphere of c¢redibility. Read this, and you'll
never turn your baek on another unidentificd wecd againe

B Will Borrent awakes, nenory=-wiped and convicted of
Robert Sheckley nurder, aboard 2 prison ship landing on penal planet
Penguin 75p Onegae Once downy he finds an inverted nnarchistie

socicty where status is gained by killinge. Barrent
rises guiekly in status, but refusal to accept drug addiction and pscudo-~
religion lands hin in troubles Inprobabilities and inplausibilities abound
but the nain story line s so action-packed and entertaining you soon suspond
your sensc of quibble and sinply enjoy the adventuros

==Z=2==223=2  Originally, *The Stars My Destination'!, in the 1956, 4-part

Alfred Bester Galaxy serial. In the 24th Century, teleportation belongs to

Penguin 95p virtually everyone, but the only p rson knowing the location
of the space-wrecked 'Nomad?! is Gully Foyle, but bhe is so

set on gaining revenge that he ean not be forced into leading money-baron,

Presteign to the ship's cargo of PyrE. This was a smash hit when it came

outeeand it still has as much inpact as eversssdon’t miss this onee.

THE_INCANDESCENT ONES Peterls father vanishes when Peter is younge.but
A ™ v~ appears agiin when Peter is grown up and on & sceret
g:idugnG;gffrey Hoyle. mission in Russias. Secems they awe both aliens who

g L keep Barth's pcace by controlling the power becanses.etce
Highly inmprobablle/implausiblee...and as dull as Bester's novel is brilliant,

19
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PLANETS POR_SALE This is the collection of Artur Blord stories from the
it Tt ~ Asf of the mid-Tortiess.soriginally appearing under the
Bovan Vog ; Herr 5 v T Srat e
Panthess &5p nane o? van Vogt¥s wife, El.l.Hulle.who only gets a su
title insides Presunably van Vogt has done the linking
as the stories of the super entrepencur of the Ridge Stars are neatly welded
into onec superior volume, Thesc Tanything goes' frec~whecling tales have
atpys taken my fancy and this is a real nostalgia treat as Blord, 007 stylo
businesa and con man defeats criminals and the Skal Thing in a wide canvas,

E§AINING D oL Second in the "Cluster! scerics, and sgain the Andromedans
Picrs Anthony are working undercover to take over the Milky Way galaxye.
Panther 21.25 This time they have developed a method of forcibly taking
over host bodicew and are infiltratiag the battleship
crews of the home fleete To combat thom, Melody, an alien, assunies the host
body of the beautiful Yael and aided by a super Tarot pack, scts out to
defeat the invaderse I particularly liked the 'alicen viewpoinils! and the
contrast nand intcraction betwecn Mclody and Yaels, Oh yes, and if you pern
pages against penceesthis one gives 350 excellent pages for your noneya

WEEN_DiN WOOLD SOEEMNER 4 7 story collection of !strange'! tales fronm the

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle  borderline between fantasy and main streame. The
Pan 30p title story concerns drilling into a live eartl,

then a vanishing trainj next a ghostly prize fight; a tropical
island mystexry; a boxing match; an execution that goes awry and finally, an
incident in the desert. Rather naive by teday's standards, but still good
fun and an entertaining read.

Do ;9603 After an Introduction extolling the decadent *New Worlds!
Brian W Aldiss & and explaining the sixties, you get 18 assmprtcd gtories
Harry Harzison PAN on themes such as := a bit of bad-~taste B?llard on the
e a0 Kennedy assassinationj enforced (in)eguality; a neat (and
Pfatal) compvrer snafu; an endloss escalator, giant mobiles;
Indian poverty; a revolt of sentient carsi a penal
colony in the pasts o sleazy future worldje..all thesc
and many morce The trend is toward the wordy, 'none-
story?', but there arc sonme oxcellont exceptions.
Companion to the auithors® DECADE 40's ond DECADE
50%'s. Very good walue, but I prefer 'rcal! jornse

Lifmie i The author sets out teo exanine,
Stan Gooch instance and discuss a variety of
Fontana £1.50 phenonena. He covers dreaus,
mediums, psychic guides, Kirlian auras, trances,
the Bermuda Triangle, reincarnation, astrology
BSP, etc, etce, going into a wide range of
exarples, both in support of - and against his
casc. ANlthough 2 beliover in most of his topics,
the writor is not afraid to debunie the doubtful
and downright fraudulente.such as Uri Geller or
the Phillipince 'healers's A glossary and a

o bibliography arce included and anong the threce
appondices, thore is oven one showing how your
Karma can supply moneye Personally, I'M a sceptic
but if you believe In the paranormal,—%ﬁen this
is a well-=-balzsucdd and thought-provoking account,

W
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Soroly In the 21st Century, Island One in the L4 orbit supplies
Ben Bava Earth's powere. On the surface, famine, poverty and the
Methuen 'Magnun® population explosicn make 1ife intolerable. The World
£%e35 Govermment ig tottering under the combined blows from big

business which not only owns Island One, but is using
weathor control and support for the anarchistic, 'People Revolutionary
Underground, David Adams, tcst-tube born and computer-linked ‘supcrman'’
scts out to do something about it. Bovals message is clear = our future
Iies in spaced He drives this home in compelling and chilling fashions.with
no liolds barred, Top=level sf, realistic, prophetic and exccellont reading.

SEE=S Originally 'Indian Giver?! in Analog, this is the story of
Alfred Bester a snall group of immortals who acquimed their ability by
Methuen "Mognun'! undergeing o painful 'death', It is planned to recruit
85p scientist, Sequeya in a similar way, but he boconmes

involved in taking over/linking with the supor computer, Extro, Wherupon the
Intortals are suddenly fighting for their liveses Characters and the future
idion are well brought out and even if you have the serial, it's well worth
85p just to get it all inside one covers. (re-issue under new priceld(1976)

OF MEN AND MOWETERS o, the 'humans as vermin'! theme. Aliens have taken
William Tenn over EBarth and mankind lives in burrows in the walls.
Methuen 'Magnum?' 95p Lric the Only, having made his ritual theft from the

creatures and become a wman, has to flee his tribe when
he is to be tortured for herosye. After numercus adventures, he finds a natoe
and joins a tribe which has a master Plan to make monkind triuphants
Entertaining, but nothing really new brought to an old idca.

IN SOLITARY

Szs==nIS=ss The bird~-like Soal have subjugated Darth and force humans
Garry Kilwerth to live in isolation, meeting to mate only every three
Cenguin SF 75p vears. Cave, a friend/pet of the aliens is exiled for

2 misdercaneur and while hunted by a vindictive Soal, sets
out to jain others and overthrow the rulers, I can!'t see an Darth=beating
race being so utterly dcpendent on weather controlesand as for the 'deus ex
machina® of the ending...thce writer has style for a fiirst nevel, but still
has some way to go in the probability/belicvability side of the arte The
story reads well, but one never recally tgets inside!' tho crodibility arca.
Happily, the author's second novel, 'Night Of The Kadar! is really powerful
and I gather it will be issued by Penguin in the ncar future.

EINGDOMS OF ELEIN Sixteen tales about the elves, changelings and
Sylvia Townsend Warner  fairies (the winged k¥ind) inhabiting the varied
Penguin £1,2F realns of fairyland., Ve mcet strange characters

and strange intrigues in yarns

which are gently hunorous, -
kindly or cruel as the fancy 7 h*
tekese I loved the, "Be a A;
good bo% and tomprrow you may :
nave & pbilliard lesson',

Don't bhe detefred by the idea
of 'fairy stories'..the tales
are as entertalning as any by
Angﬁrsintgr the Ggl?ms, and : -
without their pontificatinge.- et P 1 /A e ML Nl

Full of delicacy and charnm, \:reé-ée.{ {@f / ”7, -,

I found ‘et irrestibles ot/

LT SN e =

"
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FLAMERS 13-year old Mykly tours the galaxy with his parents, but
Nicholas Fisk  géts stranded on the planet Splatterbang when Flamers. attack.
Knight 60p - He takes shelter in an unexplained 'Settlement!, acquires an

‘ . invisible conpuber conpanion and finds a gypsy girl,maroconed
like hinself. One rescue ship is destroyed by Flamers and the pair have to
work out a way to escape the planets A hectic, out and out juvenile, with
several unexplained items, Howaver, to the uncritical reader} this will
probably go down very well, so why not get it for any wouldwbe SF convert ?

£§§=PALE=552§DERS Another juvenile; but Far:more ambitiouss- In a post
G.R. Kesteven holocaust world, a tiny comuunity ekes out an existence
Knight “70p in a secluded valleye Young Gerald doubts the tales of

_ an oldster about 'carz', Lhopz! and 'townz', but then he
learns to read and his friend Susan actually finde a 'carz', Next,strangers
come iIn search of conl and@ gradually, the comaunity has to face the riches
theinx ecal can bringe..ond the inevitable change in their simple lifes
Gentle, dalicate in its unfolding and I would foncy an excellent staring
point for any young rcadere If you can only get onee...then make £t this oneo

KIBLIAN QUEST  yojume three of the !Cluster Trilogyd When an alien
Piers Anthony astronomer observes a threat to the Galaxies and goes into
Panther £71.25 shock, Heral@ the Healer is called in to find what caused
o © it, He becones involved in the problem, falls in love and
after a few Sprague de Camp style adventures is finally faced_with a fig@t
to the death against the invoding 'Space Amoeba's If you enjoyed the first
two parts of this series, then this one will fascinate you with the varied
assortment of aliens and customs. For good measure there is even an
explanatory chart at the back explaining the symbols used throughout,

Sz X! you're one of those people who love to conjure up
John Michell -~ Mpictures in the fire?, profiles in clouds, or indeed
Thames & Hudson £2,95 &ny sort of vision accldentally composed by nature's
© . quirks, then you'll enjoy this large (7" x 10v), 128
page collectione * The first chapter covers scenés deseribed by various
visionaries (even the Shaver 'photos' are here), whilc the text tries
valiantly te build mountains ocut of melehills rather than let the pictures
speak for themselves. OChapter 2 (about £ of thé book) is where the scenes
really come into their own, with sccds, insects, animals, humons, wrdtings
and personalities (some, artist augmented)e Some require considerable
imagination, but the overall effect is visually stimulating and entertaining,

NIGHTMARES AND GEEZENSTACKS

=Socs———oooos=s—===ac======= No less than 47 ultrﬁushort Btories, or if you
Fredric Prown prefer, extra-long jokese. ..In each, the author builds to
Bantam 85p his climax of humour or horror or whatever with an utter

minimunr of words and no padding whatscever..then hits
you with. a superb punch lines OCh there are one or twos.and only twoe..rather
fecblo items (and the odd near-Feghoot), but overall this makes a delightful
selection with only yhe unexpected being predicatablee. Idecal for a quick
read or long browse, either waf it's sheer cnjoyment. .

PANTASTIC _VOYAGE yot another reprint of this excellent 'story of the f£ilm!
Isaac Asimov, in which a medical team and their sub are miniaturised and
Corgl 85p - pPlaced in the body of an injured scientist with the aim of
euring hime Until I read it, I had expected another ‘ho-
hum' yarne.but the story is so well-developed and the impossible made almost
credible, that I enjoyed it Inmenselyse.no wonder it stays in print on and on,.


immensely..no
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B T If you enjoyed the movie, then all you need to &now is
Alan Dean Foster that here it is in book forme, For newcomers, Dark Star
Futura 90p is a long mission spacecraft seeking out and destroying
tunstable planets'!. Life is boring, and each crewman
has his own way to combat ite Pinball has & pet alion, %ileachball' and
Doolittlc dreams of finding the poerfect surfing wave. When one bomb hangs
up, their problems nultiply as the semi intelligent device argucs the pointe
seond Doolittle gets to r’de his wave., Hilarious, and I e1.joyed it far
more than the film as there was no garbled sound trock fo soail ite IEnjoye

££§=22§§22=§§§§§;§£§£ Over a period of many years, humand tnd the frog-like
Frank Herbert Gowachin have becn spirited away and located on the
Futura £1,00 planct Dosadi behind a force-wall maintained by ona
of the Calcbans,..intelligent stars whick gave civile

isatien their Yjumpdoorst. Agent McKie of the Bureau of Sabobagoe and
Gowachinetrained scts out to investigate, finds a monstrous social experise
ment which has transformed the Desadi into a menaece to the galaxye

A gripping novel with a wider and mere det 'led canvas than Dung ¢ « A1G
with more intricacy than van Vogts If you enjoyed Dune, you'll love thise

ALIEN

e e ——
2 : When the crew of the decp space tug Nostromo wakes from
Ei:ﬁrgcg; Foster ,4.4p sleep, it is to a distress signal from a nearby

' P planetoids They investigate and are pitshed headlong

into a confrontation with an utterly weird 1ife forme There ara touches of
Campbell 'z, 'Who Goes There 2' and strong Influences from van Vogtls
\Discord in Scarlet’s..but this Iz a blockbuster of superbly handled
suspenscs Beving scen nuierous film 'stills', vidunlisation of the allien
setting was nade casyseand norc frighteninges.if this is the book, them I
can 't wait for the film,
TTTAN L4 - q b oM <
pfefvadet Having all ready dealt with this title in its knrdcover
John Varley forn earlicr in this department, all that needa to be added
Putura £1.25 here is that it continins all the Freff artworke.and 4f you
cantt afford the hardbackeethen DON'T niss the paperbacke

é&@g&éégggﬁaézggg A mea adventure transposed into space as apprentice
Andre Nortan Dane Thorson joins a trading ship on a charter mission

Methuen 'Magnet! 70p to a planet devastated by the 'Forerunners'ts Once on

the surface, their charter boss takes over a device
which hauls in all spacraft for leootinge Plenty of high adventure in this
juvenile,...which is of better quality than many tadult'! novelse You ®an
enjoy it yourself..or buy it for some lucky youngstera

TEE UNTELEQORIEQ HAT Teleportation could get a man to the stars in 15 min-
P K Dick utes, so 18 year ship trips were outesbut the quick
Methuen Magnum 80p route allowed no returns. When a bankrupt shipowner

suspects the glowing messages sent back and proves
them to be faked, the action gets under Wiyeseds he sets out to travel the
long Waye Enjoyable, but I felt the ending flagged a bite

R UR . q - a .
DB JUIURITE Dr.Jim parsons is hiwjacked into the future where kealing
P.K.Dick iz a erime, His kidnappers want him to revive their dead

Methucn Magnum 85p leader, incestuocus father of their tribes.but trouble

arises as time loops complicate things..(and Dick proves
¥ime travel impossible)e. Bevertheless, he constructs a good yarn on hda
themeeesoven explaining the successes of history's great explorers., Highly
rcadable, if not an epic of the time travel genree


ei.Joyed.it

2k

STAR MAKER - A reeissue of this 1937 classic in which the central char-
Otaf Stapledon  acter goes. into g trance and his .ego travels out across the
Methuen- Magnun  light years. On the way, encountering 'The Otﬁer Ea?th' on
1025 which. the Inhabitants have taste organs on their genitals
- - - and sex is disseminated by radios . After the satire, the
traveller goes on to envisage the history of the universe and ?onfrqnts_the
Supreme Creators. The narrotive style mokes for difficult reading, but this
is still a source book for much medern plot structure if you can stand the
pace.‘» . - . . o

§2§§§=§£=§§§52§ A round.dozén.thléa;by British authors, with I;troduction _
Re¢Holdstock & . and Afterword by the respective editorse Aldiss writes of
CePriests a prisoner, Shaw on. the Mona Iisa as a freme in a porno film,
Pan, £1¢20 Brunner tells of what hoppens when population count exceeds
IR available number. of spulse There's a nice send up. of sword
and sorcery, a journey -through the .earth in a subterrene vehicle, qnd Britain
gvemrun by Germans. 811 these and noroesa few tvo nany kinge on the frog-

mental 'New Wavel..but there are still plenty of real stories .

ZHE_MIDWICH CUCKOOS Litile comment Is needed for thig classic re-issuece

Fenguin 7%p The village of Midwich is isolated and all eligible females,
John Wyndham = married, single and virgin awake to find they are pregunat,

_ " Whken born, the strangely talented, genius ‘children begin to
prove a terrible menace as they mature. One’'of the more chilling of the
author!s disaster novels..and filmed as *Village Of The Damned',

THE_SPACE_MERCEANTS

s=sSmsmmss====  Unscruptlous advertising agéﬁcies-rule America, the tog
Pohl & Xarnbluth one Being Powler Shocken with accounts far 'Kiddiebutts
Penguin 75p and the addietive Coffiest. The boss, who rides a pedal-

Cadillac, appoints Mitch Courtonmay to 'sell! Venus %o
colonistsessbut Courtenay gets shaghaied and the eonditons he encounters
lead him to.change his alleglancce The future society is defily and frighte-
eningly sketched from valuable weooden rings, %o a 5,000 curc for Coffiest

" addictione First appearing in Golaxy, and now a classic of the field.

_ﬂOLEB&EE - ~ 'An alien planet pulls Earth out of orbite.and periodically
- 5:;;=;—Eornblu : re-ignites the moon for a sune PFrom Mount Everest, a
Ponmui; 75p- © mysterioius Pyramid watches the pacified citizens and

_ . ‘eulls the suitable ones. Then ilt harvests individualist
Glen Tropile as a unit for its-cirsuitry.. but his ego doesn't stay pacified
and begins Yo toke over the Pyrumid and its powerss Fascinatingly different
inis its look at Enrth's future and alien invasion. If you haven't read it

beforessa t;aat awaits yous

ALTERNATING CURBENTS . g, stories, with $he opener concerning a public

Frerorik Pokl - - ‘relations job on former cnerries; a model on how to set
Penguin 75p = the fuinre with a minimum of explanoations Then there's

. _ .o'non-who ealls wp ghostst tinme travel and ant rulej
telekinesis and megalomaniag 'a spaceship lost in hyperspace, and a sgervile,
conditioned socletye Then there are the pitfalls in changing the past; an:
amsing. tale of an imrrortal fomilys an unscrupulous advertising test nethod
and finally, the ruin caused by the noneaddictive 'Cheery Gumt!, As varied as
you can get, and every one a winner = K T
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THT BEAST THAT SHOUTED . . . . ) 25
LOVE AT THE HEART OF The author is vaciferous in the introductien when

telling us he does not write 'New Vave'..but turns

THE WORLD . q Ar E

A = our 'speculative fiction'e.in this collection of 12
Harlan Tllison stories, one might well suggest 'sordid fiction' in
Pan,90p some cases. wmllison writes interestingly on his

choscn topicseelove, death, cireular time, a pezce=

enforecing Sleeper, the death of an empath, a human bomb, an Invisible man
and many others...but tooc often purasues style and fireworks at the expense
of well turning his plot, However, here is Tllison in fiery form..try ite
SCIENCT TICTION SEECTAL 51 Contains three excellent novels at a pnice
Sidgwicic & Jackson £6.95 lower than you would have paid for any WO

MIND OF MY MIND.. Octavia Butler, concerng 4,000 year old, immortal
by mindetransfer, Doro. His breeding experiments culminate in Mary who on
maturing, takes over six of Doro's beste..and then begins collecting rioros

THE MAGICIANS., Jomes Gunn Private Eye 'Cosey? attends a convention
of witehes and becomes involved in a desperate battle between good and cvile

STARBRIDOE,. Jones Bunn & Jack Williamson sees interstellar civilisw
ation Iinkeé by 'The Tubes!, all of which have Iron as centres Adventurer
Horn assasinates the head man, and is imuecdiafely invelved in 2 power fight
and an uprisings A rattling good, if sonewhat pot=bdiling adveniures.

This is one of the bost buys in this excellent series, and at £6,95 is
an oxcelleont ‘buytl...the Butler story alone being worth the price of
adnigsion. So if you nissed thesce..get in nowes.and the sane applics to
tho next excellent offeringe..another 'SPECIAL'... this tine, ees
429&%@?&-:%2%95&%:25 Two 'Quantun? tales in this one i-

Sidgwick & Jockson £6.95 THE OPHIUCHI HOTLINE.. John Varley tells of

onc way interstellar cormunications and tho
benefits thercfron...then paynent is denandeds Boss Tweed clones a dedthw
row crininal and uses her: %o further his ends. The plot is intricate,
has excellent background setting and the pace never floags.

IN THES OCEAN OF THE NIGHT.,. Gregory Benford, sees conet !'Icarus! passing
near Barth and Astronaut Walomesley lands to plant a nuclear bonb and Icarus
sends a signal bringing in a robot space probe which Walmesley is o2ls0 sent
to dostroye.but he, and the intelligent pra* ., .
othexr idcas.

Both yarms arc top-level
and excitingly different..and if
you think the Latter is a nixture
of 'Berscrker! and '2007'...try it
and find Jjust how diffokent ,.and
botter, it ise

If you ean only affor -

one, then Itd be inclined to plunmp : .
for the Quantun volwme by a short Q ) “\\\“ A i) e
head, If wyou pein page against - "’mu ) % 0 /. kel
price, '31 has a few uore pages, 8 '*‘0 @'\*’Q R —*‘ o O
but since each run to arcund 570, Y T s : .
pages, you get dorhed good value
either way, and Messrs Sidgwick
and Jackson do ¥he SF field o
gservice by producing these huge
ecllections of high guality at low
coste

A
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- AVTNS OF Ol 1
Ao RV 07 IIE hOQH After the 0il Wars, countries have formed power
Charles L. Grant bloes and in Noraon, roving ratgaugs controel the
Sidgwick & Jackson £5.50 land between the citioese Then the Government uses
the ratpacks as the focus of a revolt to avoid
joining a war in Duropes Things gr wrong when anbiticus politicians seize
the chance to take overe. FRasywgeing Shanlon Raille, venner and conjurer is
nRde scapegoat of an assassination and is hunted,by all. Gradually, ids
actions join with thosec of several other central characters, each of whon has
a part to plsy in the fight againct the plote. Adventure type STy bLu¥ an
enthralling, nulti--faceted tale in which the future setting and idion are
particularly well hoandleds

A _CALLER_FROM_OVERSPACE  4n omniscilent being watches a pre-invasion inspect-
EEEHﬂi;giﬂé;;; _________ i??fzf Tarth (by %nvis%b%e alicns) then_tﬁe sceno
Hodder & Stoughton £5.25 shifts tn-a compll?ateu'uenago o? four grouse=
swappers in a Cornish wvillage. A strange figurine
is found and strange events ensue as the intruders naliec festsesscften with
results akin to on Sdnund Choper sex~rozip. The yaran is full of dincident,
strange, cryptic and downright funny. There is some hilaricus, uninhibited
dialogue and the whole thing entertains fronm start to firishe Style is
gentlo and without menace and the whole parcel makes a light-hoarted novele

TEE WORILDS OF SECTOR P

e e ety = When Space Captain 'Kippo! Watson is list on a
KD Franklin mission to Sector P, his old friend 'Pranger! Kite steals
"hson o225 an aped spacecraft and sets out to find him. He is

accorpanied by Police Officer, Don Atkin and together
they encounter a strange robotic society. The trail ocads to a planctary
naze controlled by the robot averman and a menacing mindecreaturcs

Although not stoted, I suspcet this was written as a juvenile on the

adventure Lovels Judged by this standard, it makes exeiting reading and a
good intreduction to SF -~ although I shuddered at using only oxygen masks
as protection when a ship's air was evacuated -« and a barrier of dead suns,
so close as to nced computer guidance to avold theme . (what happenad to
gravity ?) Ignoring the petty detail, there are still several unsccured
logsc ondas’ arounde..but not to worry, this is a smoothly flowing, puzzle-
on~puzzle action story which has no offensive passages and is well-suited
for youngsters, or schoolroom discussicn use for any English teacher,

ODDS _AND_FElDSecw e s AUSTRALIA IN 1983,.support the bid.

““Dversecas rcaders who were worried tcbout the 'send-o-stamp! idea may relaxe.

Provided you show interest, I'Ll take this as the cquivalente..but if you do

1like to send nagazines in lieu, their cover price will be credited as S5UbSeese
8F, model aircraft, acronautics, space, nechanics and seience, movie-making,

are all acceptable,

ADVERTISEMENIS 1y ghe WINNING ARTIST in the recent TWLL DHU Pollll

COMICS.. Ed7ie Walsh, P.O. Box 53, 16 Winbledon sircade, LONDON W19 11PR
has a 2% page, photo-lith fanzine//catalogue 'FANDOM! send hin an SAT for
a copy (and nention you saw his ad, in ElGe.  An excellent variety of stock.

REMEMBER CO=-AX 2  Well after unavoidable delays, Mike DPanks has get 1t

back on the road under the new title cf 'WNIGHTRAWES'. Mo,01 is hard to
describe fairly, sinee I have the cover spot, nunerous illos and an interview
theroin. Twelve superbly produced pagos.d issues F3,00 (Milke: Banks, Doxe312
Milford, Ohio, #5150..0r from noe.t issues for $2 sent soamail..or 23 if you
want thesnt aimmailed. It nlso includes sone excellent book reviews and a
set of Space Notes..plus two pages on Modeld Rocketrys



.



NNASN

Malling Agtoneson o
SO ALTTIOMR e

Oftice of Public Intormation

Jet Propulsion Laboratory
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PROBING JUPITER'S ATMOSPHERE — Rod-hot nosa cone ssparates from probe oprtion of Gallluo
wpacecraft w it "hang on the shrouds™ sod semples the atmosphare of the largmir planet in (he xolar
systemn. Painting depiets key moment in flight of Galllks, the new planstary project planned by Caltech's
Jet Propalsion Laboratory. The Galifeo wececraft would be lpunchod in Jaaury 1982 — the first planeta)y
misslon aboard the tpace shuttls — and would arrive a1 Jupiter late (n 1984, Tha probin sl entar the suniit
side of Jupiter's stmosphare and provide the fint direct sampling of that planel’s stmaspbears. Jet Propuls
sion Labpratory bas ovorsll manugemant responsititlity for Galiloo. NASA's Amen Rasearch Canter s
responsible for development of the probe.



